Within the context of preparation of inorganic materials, the so-called chelate method, involving the low temperature decomposition of solid metal precursors obtained from a solution of the complexed metals has proved to be an advantageous way to get multimetallic oxides [1] , During the search for potential precursors for Pr-based ceramics, the title compound was isolated. Crystals suitable for X ray diffraction analysis were obtained in the same way as for the equivalent Bi complex [2] . Pt2(C03)3 was used as starting reagent instead of Bi oxocarbonate.
Experimental details
All the hydrogen atoms were refined with a common isotropic temperature factor (U¡so = 0.051 Â 2 ). There are two positions for atom Ol 08; they were included in the refinement and their site occupation factors converge to 0.30 for position A and 0.70 for position B. Only the last one is represented on the figure. The water molecule labelled 04W lies on a crystallographic center of symmetry. The hydrogen atoms of water molecules were not localized.
Discussion
The structure of the complex (gu)2Pr(Httha) · 3.5H2Û is presented at the figure. The Httha ligand coordinates the Pr cation by its 6 oxygen and 4 nitrogen atoms resulting in a tenfold coordination. There is no other atom in the coordination sphere. The H atom of the ligand has been localised by comparison of the C-O distances and its position confirmed by a Fourier difference synthesis. It is localised on an oxygen of a terminal carboxylic group (OlOl). For this oxygen, the coordination distance 2.802(2) Â is significantly longer than the other distances to Pr. The mean value Pr-O, excluding OlOl, is 2.462(2) Â while the average distance Pr-Ν is 2.813(2) Â. The carboxylic Η atom is involved in a hydrogen bond with OI 11 of a symmetry related molecule making dimers. The coordination polyhedron is a bicapped square antiprism with 02-01-N2-08 as one square face and Ol 1^05-N3-012 as the second one. The capping atoms are Ν1 on one side and N4 on the other side. This coordination polyhedron is the same as that observed in the bis(guanidinium) (hydrogen triethylene-tetraminehexaacetato) lanthanate (ΠΙ) [3] . It differs however from that observed in the analogous Βί(ΙΠ) [2] , Gd(III) [4] and Dy(ÜI) [3] complexes, which are all characterized by a nine-fold coordination based on a monocapped square antiprism. Within these structures the lower coordinence results from the fact that the non-ionized carboxylic acid is not involved in metal coordination. 
